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death. The marshal had not a battalion in condition to
attempt its rescue. He sent, in succession,1,the officers of his
staff to urge the 14th to retreat if possible. Two of them
disappeared in the hosts of the enemy, and were heard of no
more. At last, Marbot succeeded in reaching the doomed
regiment. Eetreat was impossible. The eagle was carried
off by Marbot, though he nearly lost his life in doing so.
Firm to the last, the isolated regiment fought, unsupported,
refusing to surrender.* Not one officer and scarcely a soldier
escaped.

Napoleon, from the church, watched the course of this
awful disaster to Augereau on his left, whilst he saw St.
Hilaire, on his right, not destroyed, it is true, but checked,
his left attacked by cavalry in the gap between it and
Augereau's corps, unable to make any progress.

The triumphant Eussians, following on the heels of
Augereau's ruined corps, were breaking into Eylau. Even
they, with the snowstorm at their backs, had partly lost their
way. One "colonne perdue," as Napoleon described it/f
which he estimates at 4000 to 6000 men, had wandered into
the western street of Eylau, and had approached close to the
position of the Emperor. Behind him, the Guard was moving
forward to his rescue. Beyond the Eussian column, Bru-
yere's cavalry, by direction of Murat, was preparing to charge
it in rear. The Eussians were actually amongst the French
hospitals in the barns in rear of Eylau. The terrified wounded
who could walk were endeavouring to escape. Even the
others, trying vainly to follow them, were only induced, by
Larrey and his assistants expressing loudly their intention of
remaining where they were, to desist from the vain attempt.^
The Emperor was in the most imminent danger of death
or capture. A stray bullet, a little more hurry by ,the
Eussian column, might have changed the whole history of
Europe. Napoleon alone, in the midst of all this confusion,
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